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Wallace Pratt, one of the great 

petroleum geologists of our time, said 

òOil is found in the minds of men." 

That may be true, but without some 

data to get the thought process 

going, youõre not likely to find very 

much of it!  



Data Types 

Ç Basic Well Data 

Á Locations  

Á Well Histories 
 

Ç Logs 

Á Paper 

Á Raster 

Á Digital  
 

Ç Production Information  
 

Ç Maps 



DATA LIBRARIES 
 

Provide An òAll Inclusiveó Approach 
 

Ç Private  

Á Gulf coast geologic lib. And geological data lib.  

Á Member owned 

Á Regionally specific 

Á Generally contain data that is found nowhere else  

Å Donated logs 

Å Multiple older sets of scout tickets  

Á Geotech services available 

Á Reciprocal privileges in other cities  

Á Limited access to commercial data   

 

  

 



Ç Commercial  and Online  

Á Drilling Info, IHS, Geomap, Whitestar  and others  

Á National and international coverage  

Á Subscription contracts and pay as you go  

Á Data comes primarily from public sources  

Á Proprietary services  

Å trend studies  

Å Statistical analysis  

 

COMMERCIAL VENDORS 
 



LIBRARY AND VENDOR  COSTS 

 
Ç Private  

Á $1,000 ð 2,000 to join  

Å Some memberships may not require this  

Á $100 ð 200 monthly dues  

Á Reproduction charges and tech fees are extra  

 

Ç Commercial  

Á Subscription costs are generally high  

Á They may depend on the size of your company  

Á What you are paying for  

Å Digital data that is formatted for your favorite software  

Å Data that is as current as can be had  

Å Easy online access 

 



Can You Really Find Data Online For Free?  

  
You Can, But Remember, It is Free For a Reason  

 

Ç The resolution is usually poor  

Ç The projection may not be compatible with other data  

Ç You may not even know what projection it is in  

Ç It may be incomplete or outdated  

Ç It may not be in a format you can easily use  

 

These are not  necessarily  bad things,  but  it  may mean 

more  time  and effort  on your  part .  And the  highest  

price  is not  necessarily  the  highest  quality . 



Caveats Aside, Where Should You Look  

Ç Government Websites  

Á State Oil and Gas Commissions 

Å Well data, Production data, Logs, Maps?  

ÁU.S.D.A. Geospatial Data Gateway  

Å Free Aerial Photography  

Á MMS 

Å Offshore Maps and Data, Shapefiles, Well Logs  

Á GeoCommunicator  

Å BLM and USFS 

Á National Atlas  

Å Interior Department  

 



My Bookmarks 



Favorites and Specialized Data Sources  

  
Ç Mapmart  

Á mapmart.com  

Ç Big Topo CDõs 

Á igage.com 

ÇGeoscience Gateways  

Ágeogateways.com  

Ç Petrophysics , Inc for  

ÁVelocity and Sonic Log data  

Á petrophysics.com  

 




